Procedures 11: Safety in the Field

S707 fAB
No tablet, statue or anything else is worth losing a limb or the life of one of us or one of the workmen. We work in an environment where there is heavy machinery, tired people working for long hours, a blinding sun that can disorient and deep trenches where a fall would be a very serious injury if not worse. We must do all we can to insure that there are no accidents, and we must all be constantly alert to dangers on the site. There are three main dangers:
Machinery – the machines we use are of local production, and are therefore not safety tested, other than having Sabah jump up and down on them a few times. Please be on the watch for loose pieces of train, places where a finger might get caught, supports that are not strong or poorly-placed wires that might trip someone. The tools we use are also dangerous, in particular the big pick. Make sure no one walks in front of workmen working with the big pick, since they cannot see you coming. Don’t let two workmen using the big pick work towards each other, meeting in the middle, because they can hurt each other when they meet. They should work parallel to each other, facing the same direction. Also, be careful that their swings do not get caught on tent ropes or in the tent material, as this can then bounce back on them. Be careful also of misuse of machinery: workmen using machines as toys or to show off. An example would be not letting your workmen ride the train down holding on to one of the cars…
Falling objects – the deeper we go and the more things we bring up and down the slope or baulks, the more danger there is from something falling on our heads. This can be our equipment: a ladder, a wheelbarrow being filled that is not held firmly, a stack of buckets, tent poles placed near the edge, train hooks or the like. For wheelbarrows in particular, be sure that they are on level ground and not leaning towards the excavation, and that if they are by a section that is over a meter, that they are held in place by the leg of the driver as they are being filled. It can also be the things we didn’t remove in the section: a rock that seemed firmly anchored in the baulk may have gotten juggled over the weeks, and when you are three meters down it may fall of its own accord. Undercut or instable baulks are also dangerous, as they can be pushed into a square by someone walking above, putting that person and the people in the square in danger.
Falling into the excavations – also, with the deep trenches we have, there is a very real danger of falling in. The sun at its strongest tends to blend terrain features together, like the edge of a baulk, and someone might just not realize where they are and step off the edge. One might also slip, which is why it is so important to have the baulks cleaned daily; a baulk might also be eroded, causing it to give way under someone walking on it. Be sure that you have good shoes that can hold you when you need it. Areas that are dangerous should be brought to the attention of your unit supervisor so that they can organize with the guard to put caution tape or rope to warn others.
That one of these things actually might happen is horrible to contemplate. We must be on the lookout for potential problems, and take preventive measures. A medical kit is available in the house above the green fridge and there should also be one in the field with Diadin for small scrapes and cuts. If something is a concern, please mention it immediately to someone in charge, and be insistent: sometimes it takes a second reminder, but in the end we are all grateful for a safer workarea. For further information on safety and accidents, see the policy which you received when coming here.
